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Pastor's Message -  
 

"It is better to give than receive." We hear it all the time, especially this time of year. 
But in reality, the axiom is difficult to live out. We live in a world that seeks personal 
gain, and even encourages it. Consequently, we want to make sure the things we re-
ceive are equal to the gifts that we give.  
 

It is better to give than receive and the stakes only get higher when we consider the 
themes of Christmas that are far more than pretty presents under a tree. Christmas is a 
celebration of love and joy and peace. These are the greatest gifts we can ever give. 
But they are often the most difficult, especially if we have not received them from oth-
ers.  
 

We dig in our heels. We decide we will offer forgiveness, but only if others make the 
first phone call. We will show love, but only after they sacrifice something. And we 
may respond in goodness, but only after they start showing some kindness to us first. 
Suddenly, we fall into the same foolish trap of believing it is better to receive than 
give. But the themes of Christmas should not be kept to ourselves. They can only be 
experienced when given away.  

Love. Christmas is a season of love - a celebration of sacrificing what we have to 
show appreciation to those who mean the most. And while expressing love to another 
may be the most beautiful thing we can ever do, it can also be one of the most difficult
-especially when those who should love us the most withhold it. Love anyway. True 
love is not self-seeking. It keeps no record of wrongs and demands nothing in return.  

Goodwill. People may desire to harm us, but wishing pain and 
suffering upon them in response only compounds the hurt. Harbor-
ing resentment, ill will, and bitterness in our hearts allows their ac-
tions to control us indefinitely into the future. On the other hand, 
wishing goodwill upon those who hurt us frees our soul and allows 
us to move on to better things.                                                   
                                                                         

 Rev. George Terian 
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Peace. Family and personal relationships can cause conflict, turmoil, 
and stress at any time, but the tensions are often heightened during the 
holidays. Offer the gift of peace this Christmas by taking the first step. 
One phone call or conversation may not make amends for years of 
hurt, but it is still the first step that needs to get taken by somebody.  

Joy. This world never allows for perfect circumstances and those who 
wait to find joy in them, never will. It is unwise to base our happiness ful-
ly on the actions of others. But that doesn't mean we can't bring a little joy 
into the life of another by the things that we do and the words that we say. 
We can still be intentional about spreading joy wherever we go.  
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        SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

The Sunday School sponsored the Coffee 
Hour following the worship service on No-
vember 3, 2019 in memory of Carol Mar-
ganian, who was a gerontology Social Work-
er,  in order to raise funds for the urgent 
needs of the Retirement Home in Beirut, 
Lebanon.  Sincere thanks to the IACC 
church family who generously donated to 
the freewill offering and to Sam Abekian 

and Baghdo Khojikian who grilled the hamburgers and hot dogs for an important mission. 
 

Mark 12:30-31 ĂLove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strengthéLove your neighbor as yourself.ă     May Missions be at the forefront 

of IACC ministry in 2020. 

Submitted by, 
Lisa Khojikian 

Sunday School Superintendent 
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Souzi Baghdikian Lisa Khojikian 

COOKING  
CLASS 

On Wednesday, October 30, 
2019, Patricia OĖNeil taught 
the cooking class and showed the women 
her technique on making meat and cheese 
enchiladaĖs. It turned out delicious!  Thank 
you Pat! 

The next cooking class will be in January.  More 
detail will follow. 
 

If you are interested and would like to teach a 
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Thanksgiving Luncheon 
The Sunday preceding 
Thanksgiving, we held our 
annual Thanksgiving celebra-
tion with a full house of 
grateful worshippers.  It was 
so wonderful to see the 
church pews filled. 

 

Phyllis Hamo beautifully per-
formed her duties as the Mis-
tress of Ceremonies.  We 
were graced by Geraldine 
Kumjian with a lovely person-
al message of gratitude and 
joyfully serenaded by the 
Menõs A Capella Ensemble; 
those boys of yesteryear.  
Thank you, Greg Mooshagian 
for conducting, and to Bruce 
(Anie) Chaderjian, Jeff 
(Denise) Harabedian, Stephen 
Hekimian (Sylva), Hagop 
(Cynthia) Ketenjian, Steve 
(Lisa) Kradjian and Michael 
(Pam) Mooradian for the 
wonderfully upbeat Thanks-
giving standards.  To Baghdo 
Khojikian for leading us in 
song and to Badveli Terian 

for blessing our meal and 
sending us home under 
Godõs watchful eye. 

 

I was remiss at our luncheon 
for not specifically thanking 
my Morukur, Jean Beeson, 
who is a quiet, unassuming 
and humble digeen but who 
works side-by-side with me 
in all endeavors on behalf of 
our church.  I am grateful to 
have her help and her exam-
ple.  Thank you to Armen 
Fermanian for setting up all 
the tables and chairs; to 
George Ekmekjian for carving 

all the turkeys; to Jano Ek-
mekjian for sitting in on the 
drums for the entertainment 
and to the ladies of our 
church who helped cook. 

Special thanks to Souzi Bagh-
dikian, my co-chair, who pro-
duced the beautiful Program 
booklet and ensures all òiós 
are dotted and òtós crossed.    

 

I trust from the empty plates 
and satisfied smiles, everyone 
enjoyed their meal and spent 
a beautiful Sunday afternoon 
thanking God from whom all 
blessings flow. 

Geraldine Kumjian Phyllis Hamo Menôs A Capella Ensemble 


